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Mike Beam, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

November 22, 2022

Ms. Shannon Kenyon, Manager

Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management District No. 4
1290 West 4" Street

PO Box 905

Colby, KS 67701-0905

RE: Greater GMD 4 Local Enhanced Management Area

Dear Ms. Kenyon,

Attached you will find the Consolidated Order Designating the Greater GMD 4 Local Enhanced
Management Plan for 2023-2027. The order reestablishes the Greater GMD 4 LEMA for another 5 years
and adopts the management plan developed and submitted by Northwest Kansas GMD 4.

Thank you and the GMD 4 board for the effort you have put forth to work with water users in Northwest
Kansas GMD 4 to create this plan. Recognizing the declines and taking action to reduce use is critical to
ensuring that there will be water to use into the future. While progress has clearly been made, the
ultimate evaluation of the effectiveness of the plan will be measured in water use and in the level of the
groundwater table. I encourage you and the board to continue to be bold in future efforts to move as
close as possible to a stable water level and a sustainable resource.

Thanks again for your efforts, and I look forward to continuing to work together with GMD 4 on these
and other water conservation efforts.

Sincerely,

7 /»é{g{g/
Earl D. Lewis, Jr. P
Chief Engineer



BFORE THE DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

In the Matter of the Designation of the
Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management
District No. 4 Local Enhanced Management Area
in Cheyenne, Rawlins, Gove, Logan,

Sheridan, Sherman, Thomas, and Wallace Counties
in Kansas 22 WATER 17978
Pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-1041 and K.A.R. 5-19-1
through 5-19-5.
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CONSOLIDATED ORDER DESIGNATING THE NORTHWEST KANSAS GROUND-
WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4 LOCAL ENHANCED MANAGEMENT
PLAN FOR 2023-2027

COMES NOW, Earl D. Lewis, P.E., Chief Engineer, Division of Water Resources, Kan-
sas Department of Agriculture (“Chief Engineer”), who, having conducted a public hearing in
Colby, Kansas on July 27, 2022, hereby issues the following Consolidated Order Designating the
Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management District No. 4 Local Enhanced Management Plan
for 2023-2027 (“Consolidated Order”) pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-1041 and K.A.R. 5-19-3.

I. PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

1. On March 4, 2022, the Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management District No. 4
(“GMD4”) submitted to the Chief Engineer a formal request for the renewal of the exist-
ing Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management District No. 4 Local Enhanced Man-
agement Area (“Greater GMD4 LEMA”), including a proposed management plan for the
period beginning on January 1, 2023, and ending on December 31, 2027 (“Greater
GMD4 LEMA Management Plan”).

2. Prior to the pre-hearing conference in this matter on July 11, 2022, the Chief Engineer
reviewed the renewal proposal and found, pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-1041(a), that the
Greater GMD4 LEMA Management Plan proposed clear geographic boundaries, per-
tained to an area wholly within a groundwater management district, proposed appropriate
goals and corrective control provisions to meet the stated goals, gave due consideration to
existing conservation measures, included a compliance monitoring and enforcement ele-
ment, and was consistent with state law.

3. Following the initial review of the Greater GMD4 LEMA Management Plan, and after
consultation with GMD4, the Chief Engineer determined that the proposed management













































